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Sir: 

Following are Applicants comments in reply to the Examiner's statement of reasons 
for allowance in the March 9, 2004 Notice of Allowance. 

In paragraph 3, page 2 of the Notice of Allowance, the Examinees statement of 
reasons for allowing claim 1 and its dependent claims are that the claims specifically require a 
needle bar vertically moving mechanism so that a needle bar is changed to an upper stop 
position irrespective of a position of the needle bar at a time of operation of the needle bar 
position changing unit when a thread cassette is unattached to a cassette mount according to 
the result of detection by a cassette detector. 

In paragraph 4, page 2 of the Notice of Allowance, the Examiner's statement of 
reasons for allowing claim 5 are that claim 5 requires a needle bar position changing control 
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unit controlling a needle bar vertically moving mechanism so that in a case where the needle 
bar position changing unit has been operated, the needle bar is changed to an upper stop 
position irrespective of a position of a needle bar at a time of operation of the needle bar 
position changing unit when a thread cassette is unattached to a cassette mount according to 
the result of detection by a cassette detector. 

However, the reasons for allowance fail to include reasons for allowance of claim 4. 
Applicants note that claim 4 also includes the limitation recited above with respect to claim 1 . 
For clarification, Applicants note that claim 4 is also allowable at least because nowhere do 
the references of record disclose a needle bar position changing control program for a sewing 
apparatus including controlling a needle bar vertically moving mechanism so that a needle bar 
is changed to an upper stop position irrespective of a position of the needle bar at a time of 
operation of the needle bar position changing unit when a thread cassette is unattached to a 
cassette mount according to the result of detection by a cassette detector. 

Further, claim 4 is also allowable at least because nowhere do the references of record 
disclose a needle bar position changing control program for a sewing apparatus including a 
needle bar position changing control program for a sewing apparatus including controlling a 
needle bar vertically moving mechanism so that in a case where the needle bar position 
changing unit has been operated, the needle bar is changed from an upper stop position to a 
lower stop position or from the lower stop position to the upper stop position according to a 
position of the needle bar at the time of operation of the needle bar position changing unit 
when a thread cassette is attached to a cassette mount according to the result of detection by a 
cassette detector. 
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k The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number set forth 



below if further comment is necessary. 



JAO:LMS/mlv 




Respectfully submitted, 

James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Linda M. Saltiel 
Registration No. 5 1 , 1 22 



Date: June 2, 2004 

Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 
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